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From: Anne Stevens [Astevens@scd.hawaU.gov}
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Subject: Planning and Sustainability Committee Testimony
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April 112008

Dear Chair Okino and Members of the Planning and Sustainability Committee:

Please accept the attached memo testimony from the Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board for today’s
hearing on item #4 — Public Infrastructure Map (PIM) amendments relating to the alignment and stations of the
Honolulu High Capacity Transit Corridor Project. This memo has been transmitted as well to DPP.

Sincerely,
Anne Stevens, Chair
Ala Moana/Kakaako Neighborhood Board #11
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March 28, 2008

TO: HENRY ENG, DIRECTOR
DEPARTMENTOF PLANNING AND PERMITTING
CITY AND COUNTY OFHONOLULU
650 SOUTHKING STREET,

7
TH FLOOR

HONOLULU, HI 96813

FROM: ALA MOANA KAKA’AKO NEIGHBORHOODBOARD #11

SUBJECT: PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTUREMAP REVISIONFOR THE HONOLULU
HIGH-CAPACITY TRANSIT CORRIDORPROJECT(2008/PIM-l)

TheAla MoanaKaka’akoNeighborhoodBoard#11 anticipatesmostlynegativeimpacts
on thecommunitywe representfrom the HonoluluHigh-CapacityTransitCorridor.
Therewould be limited benefit to theresidentsoftheneighborhood,while residentswill
endureincreasednoiseandtraffic dueto theproposedrail line. In addition,theelevated
rail line is likely to attractgraffiti artists,addingto theunsightlinessof theproject.

We are a densely-populatedresidentialneighborhoodwith easyaccessto thecurrentbus
system. Noise,graffiti, andever-increasingtraffic arecommoncomplaintsat our Board
meetings. Building theHonolulu High-CapacityTransitSystemthroughKaka’akowill
worsentheseproblems,especiallysincelanesof traffic will be reducedby theelevated
rail. In addition, feedertraffic to thetransitsystemaddsto thecurrentdensity.

Constructionof this projectis goingto createcatastrophicintrusionsinto citizens’ lives,
as aresultofnoise,seriousinterferencewith traffic flow, andcreationofelevated
structuresbeyondwhatarecurrentheightsatAla MoanaCenter. Aesthetically,therail
systemandtransitstopswill detractfrom thebeautyof Hawaii for residentsandtourists
alike. Theview planesin both themaukaandmakaidirectionswill be marredby the60’-
80’ rail structure.

In short, ourneighborhoodhasmuchmoreto losethanit hasto gainby thebuilding of
therail line through thedistrict. Quality of life will decrease.Complaintswill increase.
Residentswill be inconveniencedby theexistenceof therail. Chancesaretherail system
will rarelybe usedby residentsof thedistrict. Sincethecostsfar outweigh the benefits
of building thesystem,the Board opposesthe systemas currently planned and
therefore opposesthe proposedrevision to the Ewa, Central Oahu, and Primary
Urban Center Public Infrastructure Maps.

Sincerely

Anne Stevens,Chair
Ala Moana/Kaka’akoNeighborhoodBoard#11


